Biography of Batholome Miguel de Ortega(1751-1809)
JonatharCorderq 2007

Bartholome Miguel de Ortega wasNahuaorn to Juan de Ortega and Maria Thai
Hernandes a&an Andrehalchicomulgnow Ciudad Serdanan historic Nahuaueblo
in PueblaMexico. He was baptized on 27 March 17&2San éronimo inAljojuca, a
small town to the northwest of Chhalcomula.

In A Reconnsance into Mexic§1881) anthropologist Adolf
Bandelier made the following observation of the viIIage at San

& Andres Chichicomula(See Figure 2 on the nextpage) A T h e
" houses of the aborigines are of the same shape as those of the
: agun‘a de AIJOJuca coastd rectangular, with roofs at a high pitdhbut the material

of which they are built is changed to suit the climate. The walls
are frequently ohdobe and stone, and the roofs, instead of being of thatch or palm
leaves, are made of boards (similar to our commornlobapds) fastened with two

wooden"nails. 0

By 1767 Bartholome de
Ortega was working asa
escribanogcribe for
subdelegte Eusel»
Buenaventura Belerst
Obispado de Puebla de Los
Angelesin Puebla Mexico.
Ortega not only wrie
important letters for Belena
buthe traveled extensively
to Alamos, Guadalajara,
and Rosario to deliver

: letters by hand and bring
The Houses at Chalchicomula backrep“es Belena
apparentlytrusted Ortega
as he might a close friende sent Ortega to Madri&painfor a brief perlod entrusting
him with agift of gold for the King and letters for his brother.
During this period, Bartholome would pen several important
letters including lettergegardingfinancing forwhat would 4
become Portol ads dixvasauwingtthiso n
time, no doubt, that Ortega besa familiar with the effort to
establish presidios, missions, and settlemien@alifornia"
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Belena would eentually become ruler of New Spain from 178§ satnedral at §
to 1787. Los Angeles







